Boat builder creates apple of skipper’s aye
Shelburne County firm makes yacht from Cape Sable Island trawler hull
By BRIAN MEDEL Yarmouth Bureau 

INGOMAR — A new motor yacht built on a traditional Cape Sable Island trawler hull is just what Skip Roofner of North Carolina was looking for.

“We live outside of Raleigh,” he said recently at the Apple Island Marine boat shop in Shelburne County where the finishing touches were being applied to his 15-metre motor cruiser.

“You take it out and it’s stable. That’s a big thing,” said Mr. Roofner about the Cape Island trawler hull.

“We had a Grand Banks trawler before,” he said. And when he and his wife were in the market for a new pleasure craft, they again sought out a very stable platform.

“We wanted to be able to eventually go down to the Virgin Islands and that area, so we wanted a vessel that would be very seaworthy. . . . That’s what we got it for,” he said.

The Cape Sable Grace, as his new vessel is named, is precisely half as wide as it is long.

The hull was made by Hubbies Boat Builders on Cape Sable Island.

It was trucked to the Apple Island shop at Ingomar where the yacht began to take shape.

The Nova Scotia Boatbuilding Association is very excited about this yacht, said Wade Goulden, owner of Apple Island. He said building the pleasure craft was a milestone for his company.

“We think this will be the first of many pleasure yachts to be built for the American consumer. It is good for our shop, as well as other Atlantic Canada boat builders and it will be a good contributor financially for many different types of marine businesses in our region,” he said.

Cape Sable Grace features an open beam ceiling in spruce and all interior wood is stained teak and finished with five coats of high gloss C-spar varnish, according to specifications supplied by Apple Island.

The boat has a full galley, air conditioning, a swim platform, a lighted and spacious afterdeck and teak and holly flooring throughout.

The boat sleeps seven and has two three-piece bathrooms. It has custom upholstery to match the décor, and a spacious wheelhouse with a high-bench captain’s chair and mate’s chair.

The electronics package is extensive and there’s a fully programmable digital climate control.

The salon features a flat-screen TV and DVD player interfaced with a flat-screen monitor in the pilot house.

The salon also has a settee for six, a custom-designed pullout double bed and a built-in wine cupboard.

The boat is worth about $500,000 US, depending on features, said Mr. Goulden.
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