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A showcase of Shelburne County workmanship was launched in Ingomar on Oct. 29, when the Cape Sable Grace glided into the water for the first time.

The 45 foot Cape Islander trawler style yacht, constructed by Apple Island Marine Boat Builders, is totally homegrown, from its’ original design a hundred years ago to today’s skill and craftsmanship.

“Everybody worked their hearts out on this one to make it as good as it could be,” said builder Wade Goulden.

Starting with third generation boat builder Hubbie Atkinson’s Cape Island trawler hull, the Cape Sable Grace “has just about everything you could want,” said Goulden.

The fully air conditioned vessel will sleep seven, has two, three piece bathrooms, a spacious galley with full size appliances, satellite phone and radio, and two flat screen TVs interfaced with a DVD player. 

Mechanically, the Cape Sable Grace is outfitted with a 425 hp Cummins, a 13 kilowatt generator, a 3,900 kilowatt inverter to make electricity when in port, all the latest in integrated navigational equipment, and with a bow thruster, can turn on a dime.

She can carry 1,600 gallons of fuel and 500 gallons of water, and has a nautical range of 3,500 miles.

The vessel has open beam construction, with teak and holly floors, finished with birch veneer stained teak throughout.

Goulden said owners Captain Skip and Jill Roofner, North Carolina, chose the Cape Island trawler design based on its proven reputation for stability and seaworthiness.

Even the tender “Gracie” – a 14 foot outboard, is a Cape Island design.  An eight man life raft is also onboard.
The Cape Sable Grace is the first yacht built by Apple Island Marine but Goulden hopes it’s not the last.

“Hopefully this works into more orders,” he said, creating more jobs.

Ten people are currently employed at Apple Island Marine, which is in it’s fifth year of business.






